Numerous nerves with calcitonin gene-related peptide-like immunoreactivity innervate junctional epithelium of rats.
We found an unusually dense concentration of nerves with calcitonin gene-related peptide-like (CGRP-L) immunoreactivity in junctional epithelium of rat gingiva. Adjacent oral epithelium was only sparsely innervated. The CGRP-L innervation may affect the local inflammatory reactions, leukocyte transmigration, and serum outflow that occur in junctional epithelium, as well as having somatosensory functions.